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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN
The CHAIRMAN (during the vote).
Members are advised 1 minute is left in
this vote.
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So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute, as amended.

The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute, as amended, was
agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. Under the rule, the
Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
R0sS) having assumed the chair, Mr.
SERRANO, Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 2262) to modify the requirements
applicable to locatable minerals on
public domain lands, consistent with
the principles of self-initiation of min-
ing claims, and for other purposes, pur-
suant to House Resolution 780, he re-
ported the bill back to the House with
an amendment adopted by the Com-
mittee of the Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment to the amendment re-
ported from the Committee of the
Whole? If not, the question is on the
amendment.

The amendment was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT OFFERED BY MR. PEARCE

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentleman opposed to the bill?

Mr. PEARCE. I am opposed to the
bill in its current form.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Pearce moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 2262 to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources with instructions to report the same
back to the House promptly with the fol-
lowing amendments:

At the end of section 102(a) add the fol-
lowing:

(6) LIMITATION ON APPLICATION.—NOoO royalty
under this section shall apply to any mineral
that is used in the manufacture of any tech-
nology used for the production of solar en-
ergy or nuclear energy.

At the end of the bill add the following:
SEC.  .EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date the
Secretary of the Interior, in consultation
with the heads of other appropriate Federal
agencies, certifies that nothing in this Act
would result in a loss of jobs in the United
States associated with mining-related activi-
ties to which this Act applies.
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Mr. PEARCE (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the motion be considered read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New Mexico is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, this is an
honest, straightforward and common-
sense motion which should be accepted
unanimously. Its acceptance would
help restore America’s confidence in
this body.

This motion addresses two issues
Americans expect their elected rep-
resentatives to address. Americans
want more alternative energy sources
so we are not dependent on people who
hate us for our energy supplies. Ameri-
cans want to make sure that their gov-
ernment does not take actions which
destroy American jobs. The supporters
of this bill promise it will not hurt
jobs. My motion guarantees it will not
hurt jobs.

They constantly promise that they
want more clean energy to reduce our
dependence on foreign supplies. My mo-
tion guarantees this clean energy.

Much of the controversy about this
bill is about the importance of min-
erals and the jobs they support. Some
say the bill will cost the kind of jobs
this country needs and leave us beg-
ging other nations for the minerals
necessary to produce cleaner energy
right here at home. Others argue that
it doesn’t. My amendment resolves
that question.

If adopted, my motion would ensure
that the government is not taxing
American production of important
minerals used for solar power and nu-
clear power.

That makes sense. The government
should not be taxing our efforts to
produce more clean domestic energy.
The last thing that we need to do is be-
come more dependent on others for en-
ergy sources we plan to use to get off of
dangerous foreign energy supplies.
That’s just common sense.

Secondly, my motion applies the
“first, do no harm’ standard to this
bill as it relates to jobs.

As we have said here today, minerals
mining jobs are the best non-
supervisory jobs available in the coun-
try today, according to government re-
ports. This motion says that the gov-
ernment has to certify that this bill
will not cost American jobs before it
goes into effect. That’s the least this
country can do for working Americans,
make sure that we don’t lose their jobs
because of our actions.

The supporters of this bill say it will
not cost jobs. This gives them a chance
to vote to ensure that it doesn’t.

Mr. Speaker, we have heard today on
the House floor that this is a work in
progress, that H.R. 2262 is a work in
progress. I am saying that the Nation’s
security depends on our good work
today and we should not submit a work

November 1, 2007

in progress to the other Chamber. I
hope that the supporters of this bill
will take this olive branch and guar-
antee jobs to Americans, not just make
more promises to Americans.

We have heard promises this bill
won’t hurt jobs; this motion guaran-
tees it. We hear promises about more
clean energy to reduce our dependence
on foreign supplies. This motion guar-
antees it.

My motion turns a promise into a
legal guarantee. I urge its adoption by
all Members of the Chamber.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from West Virginia is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, this is
the day after Halloween and I recognize
fully there are still tricks in the air,
and this is another trick by the minor-
ity in this body. The amendment says
report back to the House promptly. I
am pretty sure that every Member of
this body recognizes what the word
“promptly” means. It is an amendment
by the minority to substantially delay,
if not outright kill, the pending legis-
lation. So Members are well aware of
this trick, and I urge defeat of this at-
tempt to thwart passage by the House
today of bipartisan legislation that has
broad support at the local, State and
Federal level.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, the effect
of this motion would also be to reduce
the amount of royalties owed the
American people under this bill, under
the guise of advocating nuclear energy
for that matter, and I see no relation-
ship here. I urge defeat of this motion
which would reduce the amount of roy-
alties that would come in to the Amer-
ican taxpayers under this bill.

Now to the segment about loss of
jobs.

0 1430

Due to changes in demands today,
it’s every Member of this body’s knowl-
edge that we may see a decline in the
hardrock mining industry and the de-
mand for jobs because of the tech-
nology, because of the technologies
that are coming online. There’s not a
one of us who is against those tech-
nologies. In many cases, they’re clean-
er. In many cases, they’re safer and
they’re healthier for our workforce.
But that technology does displace man
and woman power. It’s a fact of our
economic realities today.

So the gentleman’s motion to recom-
mit is based on unfounded premises,
scare tactics, and tricks that we should
not adopt; and I would urge defeat of
the gentleman’s motion to recommit.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.



